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8-Issue Puhlication
Plans Announced
By New Editor
Mr. Donald A. Rowe, editor-inchief of Amicus Curiae for the
academic year 1963-1964 has announced that the newspaper will
be published four times during
both Fall and Spring semesters.
Beginning its thirteenth ye~r of
publication,
Amicus Curiae is
sponsored by the Student
Bar
Association. The Association provides the bulk of the newspaper's
financial support and appoints the
editor.
."
The new editor-In-chlef
is a
second-year
Levening
student.
A
1960 graduate of the University
of Wisconsin with a BS degree
in civil engineering who intends
to specialdze in Patent Law, Mr.
Rowe is employed during .the day
as patent examiner In the U. S.
Patent Office.
He brings to the position ill
editor the experience gained as
managing edItor during last year.
Mr. Rowe also derived valuable
insights into the mechanics of law
school newspapers from his participation in the American Law
Students
Association
Convention
in Chicago during the past summer.
Mr. Neal Richards, also a secend-year evening student, brings
18 years of [ournalistic
experience to the position of associate
editor.
Photographic
coverage
will be
handled by Mr. Jacques Dulin, a
second-year evening student who
has a varied background in freelance photography.
Miss Nancy Lilly, former news
editor of the GU Foreign Service
Courier, win serve in the same
capacity on the Amicus Curiae
staff.
Any student interested in joining the staff is urged to contact
, l\fr. Rowe .
News articles on organizations
or activities not normally covered
by Amicus' Curiae stuff, or 'interpretativearticles
on various facets
of the legal profession are solicited.Copy
should be typed trip1e
spaced on one side of the paper
with margins of two inches on
each side of the page.
Amicus Curiae reserves
the
right to modify such areieles to
ensure uniformity of editorial format. Future copy deadlines for
the Fall semester are October 21,
November 17, and December 8.

Law School Faculty
Achievements Noted
Professors
David E. Seidelson,
David J. Sharpe, and John P. Sullivan have been promoted from
Assistant to Associate Professors
of Law.
Dean Robert Kramer attended
the dedication of the new Duke
University Law School Building.
He also spoke on "Religion in the
Public Schools" at a conference
held at Duke during the summer.
Three teaching fellows, Messrs.
Herbert Lazerow, Theodore Lynn,
and Burton R. Raimi, have been
named for 1963-64 and they will
assist
Professor
Benson in the
Legal Methods course.

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

Dean of Law School

LAW SCHOOL

Welcome

You have now been in classes and, I hope, have discovered how exciting the study of law can be. Here is a sharp challenge to the most rigorousand tightly disciplined thought you can offer.
To become cynical about the superlatives used by Fourth of July
orators in speaking about our "glorious heritage of the law," is easy. It
is fitting, therefore, I believe, to remind you at this time of the back":
ground, the sweep, and the significance of our legal system. You have
here a tremendous, though far from perfect, structure, the result of centuries of effort on ,the part of generations 'of lawyers.judges, scholars,
legislators, and dedicated citizens. You have not had, thus far, to raise
a finger to. create it; it is spread out before you for your benefit. It is
yours to have and to enjoy.
In undertaking the study of law and thus entering the legal profession,
however, you halve a large debt to those who have served before you and
to those who will follow you"to take a responsible part in the world
of ,the law. Law libraries do not practice Taw : court houses do not
practice law. Only men and women do, and it is of the utmost importance
that they do so with skill, with courage, and with vision, New problems
demanding attention, continually arise: new answers and procedures
for them must be evolved. The greater your competence, the greater the
demands upon you.
Your immediate task is to make the fullest possible use of your years
in law school. These can be the most stimulating years of your lives, if
you take your studies seriously, and, above-all, take advantage of all
your opportunities. Although this ~s a large law school, it is a friendly
one. In your classes you will become acquainted with students from all
over the country, with a rich variety of backgrounds. You can form
study groups with congenial people.You will find that the teachers are
interested in you and are 'available for questions. We had a pleasant
breakfasttogetJherthe
Saturday before classes began 'and several other
student-faculty gatherings are planned for the year. The Student Bar
Association sponsors professional and social affairs, as do the legal
fraternities. The Students' Wives Club affords a fine opportunity for
the wives to meet and exchange ideas.
If at times you become tired and downhearted, I urge you to remember
this one fact: The legal profession is, as Mr. Justice Holmes remarked,
"the calling of thinkers"-and
"to think great thoughts you must be
heroes 'as well as idealists."
Welcome to this calling of ours: may you be able to live both happily
and greatly in it.

Robert Kramer

RECEPTION
Dean

Kramer

that, the

first

has

announced

faculty-student

re-

ception of the 1963-64 school year
will be held in the lower lounge
of

Lisner

Auditorium

on

Mon-

day, October 7, from 4-6 p.m,
Because of the reception, evening
classes will not begin until 6 p.m,
Dean Kramer extends a cordial.
invitation
to all George Washington Law Students to attend.

Professors Hogan, Sullivan Speak at 1963Orientation
by Nancy Lilly
The feature of the 1963 Fall
Orientation was the evening program at which Professors James
E. Hogan and John P. Sullivan
spoke to the new GWU Law
School students. Professor
Hogan's treatment
of the study of
law by the case method and Professor Sullivan's treatment of professional responsibidity were interesting,
informative,
and extremely practical.
An orientation-minded
student
handbook is scheduled to be distributed in the near future. This
informative boo~let, 'published by
the SBA, will provide details on
the various activities of a professionaland
social nature found
at GWU. Included wit h a description of each activity will be
information on the mechanics of
becoming a member. The booklet
will also include information
on
various fa.cets of cIa·ss and exam

preparation peculiar to law school
that will be of special interest to
beginning
students.
Information
concerning
University
facili-ties
will also be contained in the handbook.
The administration
utilized students as co-workers in ,the registrationprocedure
this year for
the first time .Sueh student leaders as the ,SBA Secretary and the
Law Review Editor assisted new
and old students with their registration. Dean Potts has expressed
a desire to use student help for
registration again in the future.
T'he Dean's Breakfast for new
students was held at the Roger
Smith Hotel on the morning of
September 21. The entering students were welcomed to ,the University by President
T,homas H.
Garroll, who was introduced by
Dean Robert Kramer. Also present were Dean Chal'iles B. Nutting, Associate Dean William Kirk-

patrick and Assistant
Dean Edward Potts, and a majority
of
the faculty members.
Orientation
discussion
pan e I
sessions were held during
the
morning and evening Legal Methods class of the first day of the
new
semester.
Deans
Kramer,
Potts, and Kirkpatrick
spoke on
different facets of a leg:al education and the daw school curriculum. John Stolton, SBA president,
a representative
of the Law Review, and the president
of the
Interfraternity
Council,
Han k
Berliner, described the activities
with which they are connected.
Dick Gimer was the SBA coordina,tor for .the orientation programs and handbook,and
worked
closely wit h the GWU faculty
and administration.
He received
valuable
assistance
from
Gary
Kindness. Dck, Gary, and others
are ,to be congratuilated for their
outstanding and ambi.tionus work.
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Diversity Marks
New Freshman
More Than 300 Enroll
For First Year at GW
Students beginning their legal
education at the George Washington University Law School in the
FaU of 1963 constitute one of the
largest first-semester enrollments
in the school's history. More than
176 students enrolled for morning
classes and more than 130 enrolled for evening classes,
Representing 42 stt.tes as well
as the District of Columbia, the
largest
contingents
of students
from a particular state were those
from New York (44), Pennsylvania
(39), New Jersey
(23),
Illinois (18), and Ohio (13). More
than 2,5 of the newly enrolled
students are from ,the District of
Columbi. Beginning students also
include in their number natives of
Brazil, Canada,
England,
Iran,
and Western Nigeria, West Africa,
as well as six persons from the
newest state, Hawaii.
Of the new students who are
employed, the Government seems
to be the preferred
employer by
a ratio of two to one. The 96
students working for Uncle Sam
are employed in more than 30
different departments, com m is sions, .•btireail:;',· and off ices, Thc
greatest number working in one
office are employed by the Patent
Office (21); the Department
of
the Navy counts 13 of the new
students among its employees.
Seven students are gaining firsthand experience in one phase of
legalistic endeavor while working
for members of the U. S. Senate,
while five others are working for
Congressmen. Other Government
employers include the U. S. Anarctic Project Office, the Executive Office of the President, the
Internal Revenue Service, the Departments of Labor, Justice, and
State,
FHA, CIA, ICC, FAA,
HEW, NSA, GAO, and GSA, .as ,
(Continued on Page 3)

Rapid Reading
Courses Planned
. Courses designed to triple one's
reading speed will soon be inaugurated at George Wal:>hing,ton'
Law School. In cooperation with
Dean Potts, the ' SBA has made
plans and arrangements
for two
rapid
reading
courses
to
be
taught in Stockton HaH. The supervisor of the Department
of
Agriculture
Graduate
oS c h 0 0 I
Reading Development Plan, Mr.
Jerry
Willmore, will teach one
course. Reading Dynamics, a private firm, will also instruct a similar course for GW Law Students.
The test classes of 'twenty-five
GW Law Students will be charged
a nominal fee: $40.00 for the Agriculture
cours·eand
$75.00 for
,the Reading Dynamios course. The
fee would be refunded to any student whose reading speed is not
at least tripled. The course is
designed to also improve the comprehension ·abiHty of the students.
Graduates of similar courses include a number of U. S. Senators
and Congressman.
Additional information may be
obtained from Student Bar Association president John Stohlton.
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Faculty .Notes

Serveral new faculty
embers
Published under the auspices of the Student Bar Association by the
have been aded to the GW Law
students of The George Washington University Law School, WashingSchool staff.
Many of the new
ton 6, D. C. Telephone Number: FE 8-0250, Ext. 482.
Editor-inChief
Don Rowe . members are outstanding lawyers
in specialized fields.
Managing Editors
Nancy Lilly, R. Neal Richards
Associate Editors
Jerry Voight, Jacques Dulin
Mr. Max Isenbergh is a visitAlumni Advisor
Sam S. Crutchfield
ing Professor of Law for the 1963Staff
Robert L. Oswald
64 school year; he will conduct a
J. Ralph King
seminar on the European Common
Robert Roadman
Market and will teach Torts. Mr.
Lillian Liberman
Isenbergh was associated with the
Department
of State.

SBA Briefcase

Professor
Richard
C. Allen,
formerly
on the faculty of the
Washburn
School of Law, has
beenappoin'ted
Associate
Professor of the GW Law School and
the GW Graduate School of Public Law. Professor Allen will be
Associate Director of the Mental
Competency
Study, which commences this fall semester, and
will teach the course, "Law and
Psychiatry",
during
the 'spring
semester.

By John Stohlton
President, Student Bar Association
Although it hardly seems possible, once again it's time
to start a new school year. The Student Bar Association
congratulates and welcomes the incoming freshmen class.
According to their college averages and Law School Admission Test scores, the freshmen class is scholastically superior
to any past entering class. This fact hould be a source of
pride to freshmen and upperclassmen alike. The fact that
the Law School is attracting high 'caliber students inherently
enhances its reputation.
.
As Dean Kramer pointed out during the Freshman Orientation program, the primary objective of the Law School
is academic excellence. Extracurricular activities must also
meet this criterion. The SBA therefore plans to devote i~
energies to providing activrities and services that will benefit
the student by supplementing his classroom work. Past programs including Legal 'Aid, Legislative Drafting, Van Vleck
Case Club, Amicus Curiae, Student Loan Fund, Book Exchange, and student placement services and professional
seminars will all be continued. Several of the programs will,
however, be greatly expanded.
Emphasis will he placed on attracting students to the Legal
Aid program. This program, which enables the law student
to participate in the preparation and trdal of criminal and
civil cases, should be of great practical value to both the
student and the District of Columbia bar.
In addition to programs which are rather traditional at
the Law School, the SBA will inaugurate a rapid reading
course during the Fall semester. Inasmuch 'as the law stu ..
dent spends the great majority of his study time reading
case and textual material, it is easy to see the benefits
accruing toa student by an increase in 'reading speed. The
time saved could be devoted to careful analysis of the material and study of hornbooks and law review material.
Such a program would benefit barth the student and the
Law School.
Full details on the reading course will be posted on the
bulletin board outside Dean Potts' office. Interested students
should not delay in signifying their interest.
Another program to be instituted this fall is the Student
Clerkship Program. This program is run by the Georgetown
Student Bar Association and offers the interested day student the opportunity of working for a period of one week
with a Clerk in the Court of General Sessions. The participating student will accompany the Clerk through a normal
workday assisting the latter in his duties. The program will
provide the student lawyer with an opportunity to observe
~the practical application of the legal knowledgega:inedin the
classroom. Interested students should sign the sheet posted
outside Dean Potts' office.

SPLA Plans

Busy Semester

by J. Ralph King
third week of October, various
Over 100 patent law students
legislative aspects of current pathave signed up for membership in
ent la w will be discussed by the
Honorable Edwin E. Willis (D.the Student Patent Law Association this semester. Only two years
La.) ,chairman
of the subcommitold, ,SPLA is becoming one of the
tee on patents of the House Judimost active professional groups in
ciary Committee.
the law school.
Representative
Willis, perhaps
better known for his work as
SPLA's aim is to explore the
aspects of patent
law not en- chairman of the Un-Ameriean Accountered in the classroom, theretivities Committee, is expected to
by better preparing
the student
provide interesting
insight
into
the extent of the subversive use
for tasks that lie ahead as an atof U. S. patents and industrial
torney.
property by foreign agents.
To broaden the student's horiOther interesting
s .p e a k e r s
zons in the patent field, SPLA has
m 0 nth I y professional luncheon
forthcoming this semester Include
meetings, with experfenced jspeak- ,Anthony WilHam Deller, Esq., of
New York, editor of Walker on
ers in particular
phases of the
Patents,
Deller's Edition, which
field.
For the first meeting of the
is the outstanding reference work
in the patent law field.
semester, set for the second or

Thomas A. Clingan, Jr. a graduate -of -GW .Law School with
Order of the Coif honors and
formerly a clerk to Chief Judge
Jones of the U.S. Court of Claims,
has joined the faculty as a visiting Assistant
Professor of Law.
Professor Clingan will teach Personal Property and assist with the
Trial Practice Court program.
Mr. Hugh B. Cox, former U.S.
Assistant Attorney General and a
partner
in the
Covington
and
Burling law firm, will direct the
Trade
Regulation
seminar
this
fall in conjunction with Assistant
Dean Kirkpatrick.
Four
other
partners
of the. same Covington
and Burling
law firm, Messrs.
Joel Barlow, Weaver White Dunnan, Don Victor Harris, and John
'Thomas Sapienza will conduct the
seminar on Federal Taxation this
semester.
Mr. Fleming Bomar, a partner
of the local law firm, Ivins, Phillips and Barker, will teach the
Corporate 'I'axation course.
Herbert Magil, a member of the
lips, and Barker will teach the
U.S. Patent Office Board of Appeals, will teach "Patent
Interference Practice" this fall semester. Mr. John W. Malley, a partner in the local patent law firm,
Cushman,
Darby
and Cushman,
assisted by Mr. Carl Love of the
same firm, will teach the course
on Patent
Licensing. Mr. P. J.
Federico, also a member of the
Board of Appeals
of the U.S.
Patent Office, will instruct part
of the Patent
Licensing course
dealing
with International
and
Comparative Patent
Law.
Professor
Leroy S. Merrifield
has gone to Europe for the academic year 1963-64 on a Ford
Foundation Law Faculty Fellowship in "International
Legal Studies".
Professor Arthur S. Miller, who
is writing a book on constitutional
-Iaw, spent the summer writing
ahd relaxing in Geneva, Switerzerland. His book will consist of
commentary
rather than textual
material.
Professor
J. Reid Hambrick,
who is on sabbatical
leave this
semester, has published "The Illusion of Tax Reform" in 1 Duke
L. J. 56 (1963).
Professor David C. Green continued his work on a criminal
law text.
Dean Charles B. Nutting was in
Honduras for three weeks during
the summer as a consultant on
cooperative housing for the Agency for International
Development.
Professor
Robert
M. Cooper
will be on a one year leave of
absence during the 1963-64 school
year.

o
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Public Law Emphasized
By GW Law Review
The George Washington Law Review, devoted exclusively
to public law, continues more than 30 years of publication
with the October issue.
GW law school's periodical is the only major national
review w:hich focuses its efforts in the fields of public law.

Top Review
Post Held By
Linda 1(. Lee
This year's Law Review editor
is Miss Linda Lee, third year day
student
from
W est
Hartford,
Conn.
Miss Lee graduated summa cum
laude from Smith College, Camden, Mass., in 1961. At Smith she
was active in student politics and
achieved membership in Phi Beta
Kappa. Her undergraduate
major
was in government.
Her current
interest is in the field of international law.
At the present time she is working as a legislative assistant to
Representative
Brad Morse, (RMass.), of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
While at The George Washington Law School, Miss Lee engaged in the case club competition during her first year, and
received awards from both GW
women's law fraternities
as the
outstanding first-year woman student.

Legal Aid Society
The GWU Law Studen:t's Legal Aid Society announced the
commencement of a vigorous program for the 1963"64 school year.
Bob Oswald is the chairman of the
Legal Aid Society this year and
he and his staff have designed
the program to bring it up to par
with that of other leading law
schools. Art Liberman, the Society's executive secretary, reports
that this year's program is threefold: it embraces participation by
students
in the preparation
of
secondly, on the defendant's ·side,
and thirdly,
experience in the
over-all operation of the regional
legal aid office.
With respect to the prosecution
side, the U.S. Attorney's
Office
is offering to a selected number
of students
an opportunity
to
participate
in the preparation of
criminal and civil cases on both
the trial and appellate level.
As to experience in cases on the
defendant's side, the program of
stu den t assitance
to clear-appointed attorneys,
in cases involving indigents, offers unlimited
opportunities to students interested in working with an attorney on
a case from its inception to its
conclusion.
The third facet of the program-participation
in the operation of the Legal Aid Office-affords students a board experience
in participation
in various. cases
on behalf of defendants.
v-,

J'

Art Liberman suggests that all
students interested in participating in anyone
of these programs
attend a meeting scheduled for
October 14, 1963, 8 p.m. at the
student lounge or Stockon Hall.
At the conclusion of the meeting,
students
will be interviewed
by
faculty and legal aid advisors to
determine the program best suited
for them.

Included, among others, are the
areas of constitutional,
administrative, international, Iabor, antitrust, patent, military, and taxation law.
The upcoming issue will feature
the field of government contracting, with a special leading article
devoted to ,the current national
railroad dispute, according to Law
Review Editor Miss Linda Lee.
December's issue will feature
a detailed survey of the federal
exclusionary rule, emphasizing the
Mapp Case of 1957. Other secondissue articles wiH cover various
aspects of international law, partlculaely ihvestment problems and
tax credits for investments in underdeveloped countries.
GW's Law Review is marked
by a high percentage of student
work, Miss Lee pointed out, commenting that case notes -prepared
by apprentices working during the
summer will appear in the next
issue.
Organizational meetings for the
Law Review steff', as well as for
the apprentice
staff, have been
held during the past week.
Eligibility
for the Review is
based onscholastk
achievement.
A 75-point average for a minimum of 20 hours is required. Btudents interested in discussing their
eligibility are invited to contact
editors at the Law Review offices in Bacon Hall.
To receive a.cademiccredit
for
law review work, a staff member
must complete two years. An apprentice is required to write two
casenotes, and complete at leaet
28 hours of production work during the first year.
Completion of these
requirements enables the student to enroll forCurrenrt
Decisions as a
senior staff member and receive
two hours credit for each of two
semesters.
Senior staff members must also
complete three units of written
work and fulfill additional production requirements.
., ,
Editors
who will assist Miss
Lee during the coming year include Michael P. Bentzen, managing editor, and associate editors Henry A. Berliner, David "G.
Lilly, and James A. Williams.
W. Theodore Pierson Jr. will
serve as research editor ; Martin
Goldstein, patent editor; Clifford
A. Dougherty,
business
editor;
and Alvin Capp, book reviews.
Assistant research editor is Paul
H. Heller, assistant 'patent editor
is David S. Urey, and editor for
recent cases is Edwin A. Williams.

Phi Delta Delta
The GW Zeta chapter of Phi
Delta Delta will join with other
area chapters in sponsoring a reception in October for new women law students. The reception
will provide women law students
from GW, Georgetown, American,
Catholic, and Howard Law Schools
an opportunity to meet other students and alumni members of this
outstanding international women's
legal fraternity.
The officers of
Zetacha'pter
are:
President,
Elizabeth Bisselle; Vice-president,
Jean Mansur; Treasurer,
Cor a
Weeks; Secretary, Lee Gueismer;
and Chaplain, Nancy Viecello.
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Delta Theta Phi
Announces Fall
Semester Plans
by Phil Cooke, Dean
Welcome to George Washington
University.
To those who are
starting
out new here this fall,
Delta Theta Phi extends an open
invitation to you to call on any
member of the fraternity
to help
you get better acquainted
with
the school or with Washington,
D.C.
Becoming a member of a legal
fraternity
should
be
included
as part of your legal education,
and becoming active in one should
be as rewarding as becoming an
active member of a bar association.
We carried an active summer
program including a professional
meeting .at the lawyer's club, a
picr.ie, and a cocktail party. Ending our summer
activities,
we
witnessed the initation of Arun
Chhabra,·· -Merrttt
Dietzv-v-Dieter
Hoinkes, Bill Spruill, Ernie Ruffner, and an honorary iniate, Al
Corbin, director of the Bureau of
Rates and Practices for the Interstate Commerce Commission.
Events on the fall schedule include the following.
We open with 'Commissioner Gillilland from the Civil Aeronautics Board speaking about what
approach you should take towards
specialization
in law school. He
will cover the differences between
practice before the administrative
courts and the regular courts.
This first function will be held
on October 4, at 8 p.m. in the
Ballroom of the Roger Smith Hotel. All unaffiliated
students who
would like to have a good time
and meet practicing. .lawyers from
all over the area as well as other
men still striving for their law
degree are cordially invited.
October 26, a Saturday, the annual Lohnes outing, which is an
area-wide picnic, will be held. We
join with the other student senates in this area as well as the
alumni associations of Maryland,
Virginia and the District of Columbia to relax and enjoy the
food and refreshment,
play football, baseball, or join in on indoor events. Unaffiliated students
showing an interest in Delta Theta Phi will be invited to join us.
November 8 and November 23,
are reserved for other meetings.
On the 8th, ,we will have a speaker on the current
civil rights
legal problems and legislation. On
November 23, we will hold our
fall cocktail party.
Active and
potential
brothers,
along
with
their wives or dates, invited to attend will be addressed bya member of Congress.

New Freshman
(Continued From Page 1)
well ·as all four branches of the
military services.
The 46 new students employed
by private industry represent almost as many different firms, including General EleCltri·c, DuPont,
IBM, and American
Cyanamid,
Eastman
Kodak, and the American Pharmecutical
Association.
More than 200 of the newlyenrolled students are holders of
Bachelor of Arts degrees;
the
other 100 hold Bachelor of Science degrees. Five Master of Arts
degrees and seven Master of Science degrees have been earned by
the beginning students
as well
as one Doctorate.
'Dhe new students are alumni
of over 185 different colleges and
universities throughout the world.
Graduates
of the undergraduate
department
of GW number 37.

AMICUS

CURIAE

Van Vlecl~ Case Club
Begins Year's Activities
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Phi Alpha Delta
Gears Activities
To Professionalism

Phi Delta Phi
Cites Impressive
Bacliground

Phi Alpha Delta extends to each
student its best wishes for a successful academic year.
GW law school's most venerable
Phi Alpha Delta has planned a
law fraternity
is Phi Delta Phi,
program geared to filling the need
which is also the oldest professfor
well-rounded
professional
ional fraternity
in America. It
growth.
was
organized
at
GW in 1884,
vice-president
in charge of PatIn its first professional meetent ·Competition; comprise .the exing on October 4, PAD will pretaking the name of Justice John
ecutive Committee that will direct
sent the Honorable Bolan B. TurnMarshall.
The Law Wives Club, as the
case club activities
during the
er, U. S. Tax Court, who wiH
names implies, is made up of
Phi Delta Phi is the only frayear.
speak on the SUbject, "How to
wives whose husbands are GW
Prepare and Present a Case in ternity represented among the top
The case club I is designed to
law students. The purpose of this
Court."
Students
and
lawyers
eight positions on the GW Law
acquaint students with the prepclub is to understand Law School
alike should benefit from the reReview. Other noteworthy
positaration of cases and argument beactivities and the responsibilities
marks of Judge Turner, a man
fore an appellate court. Hypoions
held
by
members
include
of being a law student's wife,
of years of exper-ience
on the
thetical cases patterned after actpresident of the Case Club, Moot
bench.
as well as to meet socially. Activiual cases are used for the pur~
On October 25, three young
ties are now being planned for the
Court team member, five elected
poses of argumentation. Emphasis
attorneys and professors will dis- and three appointed members of
season. The first event will be the
is placed on the development and
cuss the problems a recent law
Annual Tea on Saturday, October
the Student Bar Association, and
presentation
of arguments,
but
school graduate
faces in the
12, ·1963. It will be held at the
writing briefs an important phase
transition
from law school to chairman of the Inter-Fraternity
Alumni Lounge in Bacon Hall
of all appellate work, is also reCouncil.
practice
from
preparing
class
from 1-4 p.m, Mrs. Janice Wil.1
quired.
court
liams 'and -Mrs·.' Babs Lynch, 'co- room briefs to preparing
Two Deans and 16 members of
room
briefs.
chairmen, invite all the wives of
There will be three appellate
On Saturday
afternoon,
Octo- the current law faculty are also
law students to attend.
competitions this year. The first
ber
19,
Justice
Tom
IC.
Clark,
an Delta Phi's, this year's president
will be the fall upper class comL i II ian
Liberman, President,
active
member
of
PAD,
and
Mrs.
Hank Berliner pointed out.
petition, open to all students who
wishes to announce the new slate
Clark will host Jay Chapter and
have completed at least twentyof officers for the coming year.
Commenting on another of Phi
its guests at a reception and tea
eight semester hours of law school.
Carolyn Hobart was elected to the
in the 'Conference Room of the
Delta
Phi's unique charcteristics,
First prize for this competition is
office of Vice-president;
Mar c y
Supreme Court. We hope that all rush chairman John Stokes called
$50.
The second activity will be
Elliot, Corresponding
Secretary;
members of PAD and all unafthe spring freshman competition.
attention to the fraternity's
schoAnn Olson, Recording Secretary;
filiates will avail themselves of
Hazel Wyman, Treasurer;
Janice
lastic
achievement
requirement
as
this opportunity
to meet Justice
The third competition will be
Williams,
Hospitality
Chairman;
a
prerequisite
to
membership.
Clark,
who
is
not
only
a
Supreme
the Patent Competition which is
Anita Ohlhausen, Publicity ChairCourt Justice, but a man who is GW inn requires a cumulative
open to all second and third year
man;
Nancy RUffner,
Membervitally interested in our nation's
average
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Other Washington
area
schools
whose graduates
are
included
among the new cstudents include
'f·
the University of Maryland (14),
Howard (3), Georgetown (2), and
American (6). The following institutions number three or more
of their graduates among the first
semester students ithe Universities
of Michigan, Kansas, Washington,
Scranton, Illinois, Maine, Michigan, Utah, Idaho, and City College of New York, Pennsylvania
State University,
Duke University,
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University,
Rutgers
University, Lafayette
ColI e g e ,
Brooklyn College, Dickinson College, Rensselaer
Polytechnic
Institute,
Iowa
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Princeton,
Ohio State, Drexel Institute
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Among the 'Students beginning
their studies at the GW Law
School are eight transfel1s. Their
previous studies were carried out
at law schools at Stetson, Gonzaga, and Wayne Sta-te Universities, the College of William and
Mary, and the Universities
of
Buffalo, Houston, and Kansas.

The Van VI~k Case Club began the new academic
year with an organizational meeting for the fall upper class
competition on Frinday, Sept. 27, 1963.
Norm Lynch, president; Marty Freeman, vice president;
Mike Michel, secretary-treasurer;
and Barry Kesselman,

Wives Club

2142 Pennsylvania
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Question: As a whole, how would you

Editor Note:
Last June, Dean Benson retired as Associate
Dean of the Law School, after serving as either
Acting Dean, Assistant
Dean, or Associate Dean
since 1949. Dean Benson will continue his accociation with the GWU Law School as Professor
Emeritus in Residence.
He was born in Halethorpe, Maryland in 1898,
received his A.B. from Johns Hopkins University
in 1902, his LL.B in 1923 and his S.J.D. in 1926
from
Harvard
University.
After
receiving
his
LL.B., Dean Benson was associated with his father's law firm, Benson, Nock, and Rowe, in Baltimore, until 1925, when he returned to Harvard to
obtain his S.J.D.
After
receiving his S.J.D., Dean Benson was
an Assistant Professor at Emory University Law
School until 1929, at which time he came to
GWU Law School as an Assistant
Professor.
Dean Benson married the former Miss Miriam
Gommet in 1926 and has three daughters,
all
married.
Jerry Voight, AMICUS CURIAE staff, recently interviewed Dean Benson; this is how the "cross
examination" went:

evaluate

Question: You attended Harvard University L8JW School, which has had many fa ...
mous law professors, would you like to comment on the faculty at Harvard while you
were there?
Answer: I entered Harvard Law School
in September 1920. Old grads told us that
it was too bad that we had missed the famous teachers - Langdell, Amer, Thayer,
and Gray. The fourteen men who constituted the faculty in 1920-21 were: Dean Pound
- and Ptofessors Williston, Beale, Scott, Chaffee, Wambaugh, Edward and Joseph Warren, Frankfurter, Hudson, Magruder, Sayre,
Campbell and McLain. During my three
years of study, I had classes under all of
them except Professor Campbell.
There were 946 students in the school
"then .• '
Question: After receiving your LL.B. degree, did you go directly into teaching?
Answer: After receiving the LL.B. degree, I had two years of general practice
in Baltimore. It was good experience but
I had 'always wanted to teach, so I returned
to Harvard, Law School for graduate work
in 1925-26.
Question: Before coming to GWU, I
understand you taught at Emory University, do you remember anything or any
particular students from your days at Emory?
Answer:

Emory University had a small
law school-there
were 52 students in 192627. I was there three years, seeing one class
entirely through law school. One of the students was Bobby Jones, a wonderful person, who made an excellent 'record.' He won
several
national
and Jnternational
golf
championships during this period.

the students

you have taught?

Answer: The student body over the years
has been excellent and 'a large number of
graduates-men
and women-are
having
distinguished careers in the practice of law
or in government service. Seventeen members of the present faculty were former
students of mine.
Question: You teach Real Property and
Legal Method at the present time, 'and you
and Professor Fryer have written a book
on Legal Method. Are these the areas of
the law in which you are most interested?

Question: I understand you played major
league baseball at one time, is that true?
Answer: I played on high school and college baseball teams 'as catcher. I was captain of the Hopkins team in 1918, and played on amateur teams in Baltimore in the
summers from 1915 to 1926; in 1918 in an
mduetrdal
league in Pennsylvania,
Tihat
league had some 'players who were on their
way up to the big leagues-Joe
Boley and
Max Bishop-and
others who were on their
was kind enough to let it pass.
Rumor has it that I played for the Baltimore Orioles. Miss Bischoff, retired Recording Secretary of the Law School, told Casey
Stengel so during spring training at St.
Petersburg, Florida, in 1959, I think. He
was kind enough to let it pass.

Interview

Grants Rare

Question: Was it much of a change, coming from
GWU.

a small

school, like Emory

to

Answer: The change to the George Washington University
Law School, with its
large classes and evening division, was a
tremendous one. William C. Van Vleck was
Dean then and continued as such until 1948.
There were eight other members of the fuIltime faculty in 1929-30; Professors Collier,
Spaulding, Arnold, Moll, Fryer, Hunter, Oppenheim, and Benson. Four had received
doctor's degrees from Harvard
(another
was to receive his in 1932), one from Yale,
one from Michigan. Another had a master's
degree. Professor Davison joined the faculty
in 1930. There are now 27 full-time teachers.

Question: Do you remember
particular

anything in
about your first year at GWU?

Answer: My teaching load the first year
consisted of Contracts,
Private Corporations (2 sections), Administrative Law, and
Public Utilities. The Public Utilities class
was held on Saturday from 5 :10 to 7 :00
p.m. There were 766 students in September
1929-38
from Utah (23 in September
1926). The sections were large. There were
a number of four-credit courses, which were
held two hours a week throughout the year,
with final examinations at the end of the
year. The result was that in June the teachers had a tremendous number of blue books
to grade. I think the record number for me
was in June 1932, (when I had 431 four-hour
examinations and 26 two-hour examinations
to grade. It took a long time.
Question: What change in the curriculum have you noticed over the years?
Answer:

In 1929-30 there were 128 semester hours of courses (not counting duplicate sections). For 1963-64 the figure is
186. In 1929-30 there was only 'one course
in Taxation (2 hours); there are now 15
hours of Taxation courses. There were no
courses in Labor Law (9 hours now) or
Unfair Trade Practices (8 hours now).
The curriculum then contained all the
"regular" law courses; the great increase,
as indicated above, has been in specialized
courses, particularly in the Administrative
Law field.

Answer: My particular interests in teaching have been the land law, Legal Method,
and Legal History. They form an integrated
group. I have been teaching the Real Property course since 1930-31 and the Legal
Method course since 1936. Professor Fryer
is a pioneer in the Legal Method field. In
the early 1930's he prepared mimeographed
materials in the subject, which he used in
his Personal Property course. A seperate
course, entitled "Introduction to the Study
of Law," was approved by the faculty for
1936-37. In 1937, Professor Fryer and I
prepared for it a collection of material entitled, "Readings on the Study of Law and
the Anglo-American Legal System." This
was used in the classes until the present
two-volume edition was prepared lin 194849, entitled, "Oases on Legal Method" and
"Cases on Legal System." Professor Fryer
is now preparing a revision of this work.
Question: Would you care to comment on
the change in faculty since you have been
at GWU?
Answer: Following Dean Van Vleck's illness, Professor Merrifield wasappoiJ1Jted
acting Dean from September 1948 until the
end of the first session of the 1949 Summer
Term. I then became Acting Dean until
Rear Admiral O. S. Colclough, who had
been selected as Dean, assumed office on
December 1, 1949. At that time I became
Assistant Dean. Dean Colclough had been
a former student of mine-he
received his
LL.B. degree with distinction in 1935. On
the other hand.: I had served under his
command in the Office of Judge Advocate
General of the Navy in 1945. I shall always
cherish the privilege of working with him
in the Law School office. The years have
been busy ones 'and have gone fast since
then. Ed Potts became Secretary of the
Law School in 1956 and Assistant Dean tn
1959. Dean Nutting came as Dean of the
National Law Center in February 1960;
Dean Mayo was named as head of the
Graduate School of Public Law the same
year; and Dean Kramer became Dean of
the Law School in February 1961. I now
have again the office on the fourth floor
of Stockton Hall I lef.t in 1949 and 100k
forward to "full-time" teaching again.
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